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Recap: McClosky & friends

I Massive scale, developed in the 1960s

I Various sub-dimensions of democratic attitudes

I Still going strong in the 1980s

I No direct democracy
I No internet/social networks
I ?
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Russell Dalton

I PhD Michigan, 1978

I Comparative Political Behaviour

I Democratic Attitudes/Democratisation

I Germany

I after 1945
I after 1990
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(East) Germany after 1990

I Like other post-communist societies

I Legacy of the past
I Recent experience of democratisation

I But . . .

I Economically more advanced/modern than others
I Links with West Germany
I (Potential) links between

unification/democratisation/economic success
I Unique opportunities for comparison
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Why Germany is interesting

I Germany test case for political culture theory

I Both Germanies tried to re-educate their citizens
I Both Germanies politically/economically successful (on the

surface, before 1989)

I ‘Like twins, separated at birth’
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Western Germany after 1945

I Initially, (West) Germans openly sceptic about prospects for
democracy

I Large segments of elites/general population supported
National Socialism/authoritarianism

I ‘Schönwetter-’/’Fragebogendemokraten’

I Within ca. 25-30 years, political culture ‘remade’, even
survived unrest of 1970s

I Economic and
I political miracle

I Similar experiences in Italy, Spain, Portugal, Greece,
Austria(?)
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Why Post-Communism is different

I Other authoritarian systems despised democracy

I Communism/socialism

I Grew out of a democratic movement
I Cherished democratic values (though: strange notion of

democracy)
I Encouraged (ritualistic) participation

I Promotion of higher education + leisure time → demands for
real democracy

I Relationship between Communism/democracy somewhat
ambivalent
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Hypotheses

I Four plausible (?) hypotheses

1. Socio-economic development
2. Socialist democracy (culture created by regime)
3. Counter culture (Western influence)
4. Democratic attitudes created by revolution of 1990

I Strict tests not viable, but compatible patterns/
ex-post-expectations
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The Kaase-Wildenmann-Scale
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Westerners vs Easterners, ca. 1990
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Bivariate correlations
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A multivariate ’model’ of democratic attitudes
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Class questions

1. Summarise, in your own words, the main findings from the
text

2. Do you like the scale?

2.1 What (if anything) is missing?
2.2 What (if anything) is wrong?

3. Which items would you like to include . . .

3.1 From McClosky’s scale?
3.2 Anything else?
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