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Changing role/style/content/scope of media coverage

Relationship(s) between politics, the media, the public
“New" (electronic) media
Media and political trust/alienation

Media and political perceptions, electoral behaviour
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» But 99% of all elite/citizens communication via media
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» What we know (and think?) about politics and politicians
» What politicians know about us
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Why are the media important?

» Personal (face-to-face) communication still important
» But 99% of all elite/citizens communication via media

» Media determine (?):
» What we know (and think?) about politics and politicians
» What politicians know about us

» Media are not a neutral channel
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The Press
Television/Radio
Internet & Social Media

Structure

Ownership

Political Agenda

Readership (Middle class vs. working class)
Style (tabloid vs. broadsheet)

Sunday papers vs. “normal” newspapers

Diversity deceiving — concentration

vV vV vV V. V. VY

By and large, national newspapers — printed in London or
Manchester

» No party papers, but (often) obvious political preferences
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Peter Hill
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Paul Dacre
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Labour victory*

The Times

News Intemational
(Rupert Murdoch)
Robert Thomson
Labour victory*
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Independent
Independent Newspapers
(Tony O'Reilly)

Simon Kelner

More Liberal Democrats
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Financial Times

Labourvictory
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News of the World Lab (Lab) 3617 9490
Sunday Mirror Lab (Lab) 1441 4851
The People Lab (tab) 870 217
Mail on Sunday NotLab (Con) 2336 6329
Sunday Express Con (tab) 866 214
Sunday Times con (Lab) 1197 3272
Observer Lab (Lab) 405 1163
Sunday Telegraph Con (Con) 660 2045
Independent on Sunday Lib Dem’ (Lab) 176 666

Source: Kavanagh et al. p.
501-503



» Dual system (like in Germany)
» Public Broadcasting — the BBC
> Largest and oldest broadcaster in the world
Founded in 1922, became non-commercial in 1927
» Funded by licence fees
» Independent from government, but under public control
» Politically impartial, serving the public interest

v



» Dual system (like in Germany)
» Public Broadcasting — the BBC
> Largest and oldest broadcaster in the world
Founded in 1922, became non-commercial in 1927
» Funded by licence fees
» Independent from government, but under public control
» Politically impartial, serving the public interest (or so they say)

v



Intro

The Media in the UK
Media and Politics
Conclusion

The Press
Television/Radio
Internet & Social Media

Structure

» Dual system (like in Germany)
» Public Broadcasting — the BBC
> Largest and oldest broadcaster in the world
Founded in 1922, became non-commercial in 1927
Funded by licence fees
Independent from government, but under public control
Politically impartial, serving the public interest (or so they say)
» Private Companies
» 1955: ITV (commercial but obliged to serve the public;
complicated)
» Channel 4 (publicly owned but funded by income from
advertising)
> Deregulation during 1980s — satellite and cable TV
» BSkyB: large share controlled by Murdoch, Sky Digital
> Virgin

vV vy VvVvYy
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» Analogue terrestrial (gone since 2013)

» Digital terrestrial (Freeview)
> Satellite (free and pay-TV)
» Cable/Internet (pay TV)
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Analogue terrestrial (gone since 2013)

Digital terrestrial (Freeview)
Satellite (free and pay-TV)
Cable/Internet (pay TV)

Loads of channels, but very high concentration
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The Press
Television/Radio
Internet & Social Media

The Rise (and Decline?) of Blogging?

» Like in the US, great excitement about political blogs ca.
2007/8

» Individual blogs/sites largely replaced by collectives

» Some very interesting sites: Conservative Home, Left Foot
Forward, LSE blogs, The Conversation ...

» Plus blogs/fora attached to major sites

» Largely a cognitive elite sport
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The Press
Television/Radio
Internet & Social Media

Social Media

» About 90 pct of the population with internet access
» Early (compared to continent) rise of Social Media

» In 2015, about 60 pct of population using Social Media (most
of them mobile)

» About 43 pct of the population active FB user, 20 pct active
on Twitter

» User generated content vs. viral distribution of content from
mainstream organisations/sites
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» Google, BBC, Facebook
» Microsoft, Amazon, Yahoo, Ebay
» Mail Online/Daily Mail, Sky sites, Apple



Google, BBC, Facebook
Microsoft, Amazon, Yahoo, Ebay
Mail Online/Daily Mail, Sky sites, Apple

Content dominated by traditional organisations
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Figure 12.1  Monthly unique readers of national newspaper websites,
2008-10 (millions)
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Figure 12.2  National newspaper print edition circulations, 2005-10
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How Can the Media Affect Political Attitudes?

vV v . v.Y

Media are selective in their coverage + sometimes politically
biased in coverage, presentation comment

Early research: direct effects. Probably wrong

People use media selectively

Media can (probably) re-inforce existing attitudes

Media certainly shape the public agenda — agenda setting
and priming

Stronger media effects as a consequence of partisan
de-alignment?
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What is agenda setting/priming?

» Multitude of issues — what is important?
» What does concern us? — Media select and frame issues on
our agenda (to a degree: agenda setting)
» Parties “own” different issues
» Conservatives could manage economy and go to war (before
1992)
» Labour was hopeless with money but did social justice
» If media emphasise discrimination, social inequality,

undeserved poverty etc. Labour might benefit (priming)
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Politicians and the Media

» Politicians have tried to shape public opinion since the days of
the Athenian Democracy

» In the UK, Thatcher revolutionised news management by
introducing American techniques

» 18 years on, Blair consolidated and extended structures at No.
10 originally created by Mrs. T.
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The New Labour Media Machine

> Before 1997, “New Labour” started permanent, professional
PR campaign
» Partly a reaction to treatment of /by the media
» Advertising and corporate identity done by outside pros
» Regular and intensive use of commercial pollsters/market
researchers
» Attempts to control and streamline communication by (elite)
party members
» Attempts to manage the media agenda (timing of press
conferences, “spinning”, “agenda surfing” etc.)
» Subtle and less subtle attacks on “enemies” inside/outside the
party
» Blair as a presidential PM
» New Labour media machine became part of No. 10
operations, Alastair Campbell
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Tensions

» Many people inside and outside the media disaffected with
spin an media control
» Many journalists felt they had to prove their independence

» The Kelly incident

» Criticised “sexed-up" government dossier on Iraq
» Government destroyed his reputation
» Respected scientist committed suicide

» Hutton Inquiry (2003), Campbell’s resignation and various
reforms

» Brown promised new start — Draper-McBride affair

» Trust in government (and most of the media) seriously
undermined
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Conclusion

» Both publicly and privately controlled media have their own
agendas

Media are never neutral
Politicians and journalists depend and try to use each other

Media have become less restrained and more assertive

vV v . v.Y

Politicians have become even more professional
communicators

» Yet, modern democracy cannot work without mass media

Even internet controlled by the giants (BBC and big
publishers)
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